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Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Dawn M -- Kelly W, Heather H, Spike, Mike R 











�  Children’s Holiday Party


Bring your children to the Alano Club on Saturday, December 19th between 2-5:00 p.m.  All kids under 12 will receive a present from Santa. Sign up at the Club.





New Year’s Eve Dance  �


Ring in the New Year with fun and fellowship at Alano Club. There will be a Potluck dinner at 6pm followed by a speaker meeting at 7pm and dancing the rest of the night.


Sponsorship Workshop


The S.O.S. Group is hosting a workshop on Sponsorship to be held at the Our Savior Lutheran Church on Saturday, January 9, 2010.  The workshop will be from 11 am until 3 pm.  Watch for flyers and more info in the next newsletter.





T-shirts for sale     �


There are still some t-shirts available from the mini-conference.  They are gray, long-sleeved with the words “the spiritual life” up one arm and “you have to live it” up the other arm. Please contact Lisa M at 815-791-3896.


Newsletter


We will be happy to publish your events and articles in the monthly newsletter; however, in order to distribute the newsletter in a timely manner, the deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication. Please email your information to Dawn M, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:d52-thelink@AA-Kankakee.org" ��d52-thelink@AA-Kankakee.org�. Thank you.


Corrections


Donations of Big Books are needed for Brandon House so they can be left at the facility. Please give to Jackie H. or call 815-592-1303 for more info.





Announcements


Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club be there before 3:30 pm $6.00 per person.


Alateen Meeting Thursday’s at 7:30pm at St. John’s Church, 1045 W. River, Kankakee.


Dec 12th  NIA Winter Assembly Host: Wheaton area District 40, Lord of Life Church, LaFox


Dec 17th District 52 GSR and Trustee Meeting at Riverside Medical Center, Board Room A, 6:30 pm. Call Carl G. at 815-693-9680 for more details.


Dec 19th Kid’s Christmas Party 2-5pm at the Alano Club.  Children under 12 will receive a gift from Santa. Please sign up at the Club.


Dec 24-25th Alano Club open 24 hours for the holiday.  Stop in if for a visit.


Dec 25th Christmas Dinner 2pm at the Alano Club. Bring a dish to share.


Dec 30th St. Anne Promises Open Speaker Meeting 7:30 pm. Speaker Sharon C.


Dec 31st New Year’s Eve Dance.   Potluck Dinner at 6pm; speaker at 7pm; dance to follow.








Future Events 


Jan 9th Sponsorship Workshop at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 11-3pm.


Jan 23rd NIA Area 20 Winter Committee Meeting/Orientation Workshop Lord of Life Church, LaFox, sponsored by 2009 NI Officers.


Feb 12-14th 37th Annual Conference of Delegates Past & Present in Kalamazoo, MI


Feb 21st Mini-Conference 2010 Planning Meeting at the Alano Club, 1:30pm.  The elections for Conference Chairperson, Alt.Chair, Treasurer, and Secretary will be held at this meeting.


March 26-28th 2010 NIA Spring Conference at Marriott Lincolnshire. Online registration at http://springconference.aa-nia.org.


March 27th Spring Assembly Marriott Lincolnshire.


April 10th Pre-General Service Conference Workshop Lord of Life Church, La Fox, IL.


Apr 18-24th 60th General Service Conference, Rye Town Hilton Hotel, Rye, NY.


June 12th Summer Assemby/ Post-GSC Panel 60 Delegate Report, Dist 51 & 52 co-hosts.


July 1-4th 75th International Convention, San Antonio, TX. Contact Debbie G. 815-693-9680 if you are interested in going as a group. Register online at www.aa.org.





For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


The Kankakee AA Website has events, meetings and other information listed at:


� HYPERLINK "http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html" ��http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html�





Meetings that need you:


Sunday night Big Book Study in Ashkum at United Methodist Church, 105 N. 3rd St., at 7pm


Sunday at Kankakee Terrace 6:30 pm.  Call Spike for details @815-939-9718.


Monday at the Salvation Army at 6:30pm.


Tuesday 6:30am at the Alano Club Joe and Charlie Big Book Study “Rise &Shine”.


Thursday 12 noon Lost Sheep Group at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence


Friday night BLT meeting at 8pm at Friendswood Church on Rte. 102.








    
















































































�


Anniversaries


Debbie D—1 6 years		Dan Mc—4 years


Bob B.—11 years         	Russ D.—4 years


Greg—8 years    		Rich—3 years          


Randy Mc—7 years		Lisa G.—2 years


*Please email Dawn M at � HYPERLINK "mailto:d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org" ��d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org� with your anniversary month and year so it can be published in the newsletter.

















~ MANY THANKS ~


Our gratitude reaches out to the individuals on the committee who worked tirelessly to coordinate and present the recent Mini-Conference on “The Spiritual Life…we have to live it.” 





 Alcoholics Anonymous 


� Step 12:  Having had a spiritual awakening as a result of these steps, we tried to carry this message to alcoholics, and practice these principles in all our affairs. (p60)


Tradition 12: Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our Traditions, ever reminding us to place principles before personalities. (P562)


Concept 12:  The Conference shall observe the spirit of A.A. Tradition, taking care that it never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient operating funds and reserve be its prudent financial principle; that i place none of its members in a position of unqualified authority over others; that it reach all important decisions by discussion, vote and whenever possible, by substantial unanimity; that its actions never be personally punitive nor an incitement to public controversy; that it never perform acts of government, and that, like the Society it serves, it will always remain democratic in thought and action. (p575)























�           Not a Glum Lot�
�
There's this juggler who's driving on the way to a job when he gets pulled over by a cop for speeding. The cop sees three bowling bins on the seat next to him and asks him what they're for. The juggler proceeds to take the bowling pins out of the car and begins juggling as he's standing on the side of the road. About this time, a recovering alcoholic drives by with his wife. Upon seeing the juggler standing in front of the cop juggling, the recovering alcoholic says, "Man, I'm sure glad I stopped drinking - Look what they're making you do for a sobriety test now!"


From www.serenityfound.org�
�






Some “Quotes” from Dr. Bob:


(In his last talk) “The Twelve Steps when simmered down…resolve themselves into the words ‘love’ and ‘service.’” That phrase “love and service” was in common usage in the Christian Endeavor Society of his youth. Dr. Bob, 77.


 “It wasn’t until 1938 that the teachings and efforts and studies that had been going on were crystallized in the form of the Twelve Steps…I didn’t write the Twelve Steps…. We already had the basic ideas, though not in terse and tangible form. We got them, as I said, as a result of our study of the Good Book.” Co-founders, 14.


“When we take time to find out some of the spiritual laws, and familiarize ourselves with them, and put them into practice, then we do get happiness and peace of mind. I feel extremely fortunate and thankful that our Heavenly Father has let me enjoy them.” Co-founders, 19-20











�As we approach this holiday season, let us rely on our spirituality to get us � through the tough times.  Helping others is always a good way to stay connected to the program, reduce our self-centeredness, and get us off the “pity-pot”.  Here is something that one alcoholic wrote:


“I know that I can go out and start drinking today… and live in a state of continued drunkenness for quite some time. But there is a catch. I know firsthand all the misery and guilt that comes along with it. And that is something I want no part of. I have experienced guilt and misery so extreme that I didn't want to live anymore at all--and that, my friend, is why I would rather not have to take advantage of God's generosity in being willing to forgive me once again should I go that route. … Plus, in my present life, every now and then I think I do manage to do God's will. And, when I do, then the rewards are so tremendous and satisfying that I get kind of addicted to that closeness to God. There is a common saying in AA: "Religion is for people who believe in Hell. Spirituality is for people who have been there."


In correspondence with Bill Wilson, the psychiatrist Carl Jung remarked that it may be no accident that we refer to alcoholic drinks as "spirits." Perhaps, suggested Jung, alcoholics have a greater thirst for the spirit than other people, but it is all too often misdirected.


Early in the AA program, two groups divided over the issue of perfectionism. One, an offshoot of the Oxford Group, insisted on "Four Absolutes" and required its members to commit to a strict Christian creed. The other, led by Bill Wilson, started with a dependence on grace, an acknowledgment that its members would never achieve perfection. Absolutes, said Wilson, either turned alcoholics away or gave them a dangerous feeling of "spiritual inflation." Over time, the perfectionist Oxford Group shriveled up and disappeared; grace-based AA has never stopped growing.


The church has as much to learn from people in recovery as we have to offer them. I was struck by one observation from an alcoholic friend. "When I'm late to church, people turn around and stare at me with frowns of disapproval. I get the clear message that I'm not as responsible as they are. When I'm late to AA, the meeting comes to a halt and everyone jumps up to hug and welcome me. They realize that my lateness may be a sign that I almost didn't make it. When I show up, it proves that my desperate need for them won out over my desperate need for alcohol.


From “Lessons from Rock Bottom” by Philip Yancey











District 52 7th Tradition 


Thank you!


District Finances as of Nov. 2009:





Account Balance                       	 $2963


Prudent Reserve                         	 $2000


Above Prudent Reserve         	   $963


Average Monthly 7th Tradition 


From Groups	                          	   $484


Average Monthly Expenses               $438


Average Cash flow/month 	                 $46





Your Group is benefiting from District 52 Service Work by:


Receiving District 52 Meeting Schedules


Hotline referrals to your group


Attending District sponsored Events


Receiving District 52 Newsletter





Thank you for your support!





I am responsible.  When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA always to be there.  And for that: I am responsible.








The Link needs You!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Give it to one


of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52, PO Box 265, Bradley IL 60915


Answering Service:  1-815-939-4996                       District 52 AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�


NIA AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org" ��www.aa-nia.org�           E-mail the Editor Dawn M: d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org









































�Being sober today is easier than getting sober again.





Be on guard against the unguarded moments.





If my problems have brought me to prayer, then they have served a purpose.








Quotes Heard Around the Rooms from Cynth’s


 Little Black Book
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