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HOME GROUP WORKSHOP
What is a Home Group?  Why should I have a Home Group?  What does a Home Group do?  These are some of the topics that will be explored at this workshop on Saturday, February 20th from 1-4 p.m. at the Alano Club. Chili and beverages will be provided and a 50/50 drawing and raffle will be held.  Call Brian L. for more info 815-685-5283.
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Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Dawn M -- Kelly W, Heather H, Spike, Mike R 











Website Poll


Question: How many meetings do you attend per week?


6%		5  17%


33%		6  0  


28%		7  11%


6%


Go to � HYPERLINK "http://aa-kankakee.org" ��http://aa-kankakee.org� to register your vote in the next poll:  Do you have a sponsor?





~SPRING CONFERENCE~


VENUE CHANGE


Due to construction, the Spring Confer-ence will now be held at the Westin Hotel in Wheeling, IL (847-777-6500) instead of the Lincolnshire Marriott. 


~HELP WANTED~


Women are needed to assist with meetings at the Correction Centers. If you are willing reach out and lend a hand, please call Connie at 815-954-9004. She goes the first Wed. of the month, 7pm.


The Answering Service needs both men and women to put your phone number on the list. For more info:  Women call Lisa M. 815-791-3896; Men call Harry 815-931-1958.


Congratulations!


Thanks Steve K. for stepping up to be the Corrections Chairperson, and to EB C for volunteering as the Co-chair.








Announcements


Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club be there before 3:30 pm $6.00 per person.


Alateen Meeting Thursday’s at 7:30pm at St. John’s Church, 1045 W. River, Kankakee.


Feb 12-14th 37th Annual Conference of Delegates Past & Present in Kalamazoo, MI


Feb 18th District 52 GSR & Trustee Meeting 6:30pm Riverside Board Room A. Call Carl G at 815-693-9680 for more details.


Feb 20th Home Group Workshop at the Alano Club, 1-4 pm. Chili & beverages provided.


Feb 21st Mini-Conference 2010 Planning Meeting at the Alano Club, 1:30pm.  The elections for Conference Chairperson, Alt.Chair, Treasurer, and Secretary will be held at this meeting.


Feb 24th St. Anne Promises Group: 7:30 pm Open Speaker Meeting & Birthday Celebration. Speaker is Bill M. from the Thursday Night Men’s Group. Call Tim C at 708-946-6619 or John S at 815-263-2340 to get your name on the cake.





Future Events 


March 26-28th 2010 NIA Spring Conference “Without UNITY the HEART of AA would cease to Beat.” Held at the Westin Hotel, Wheeling, IL (847-777-6500) NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE. For more info: Carl A 847-867-4589 or Jim C 847-727-1101.


March 27th Spring Assembly Westin Hotel, Wheeling, IL; Districts 10 & 12 hosting. 


April 3rd Service Orientation Workshop sponsored by Women to Women. Venue TBA.


April 10th Pre-General Service Conference Workshop, Lord of Life Church, LaFox, IL.


Apr 18-24th 60th General Service Conference, Rye Town Hilton Hotel, Rye, NY.


May 1st Spring Committee Meeting Lord of Life Church, LaFox, IL.


May 15th Anonymity Workshop 11-3pm at Riverside, Johnson’s Lecture Hall. More info: Heather S 815-468-7890 or Lisa M. 815-791-3896.


June 19th Summer Assemby/ Post-GSC Panel 60 Delegate Report, Dist 51 & 52 co-hosts. Contact Steve K at 815-214-7063 if your group would like to volunteer to help.


July 1-4th 75th International Convention, San Antonio, TX. Contact Debbie G. 815-693-9680 if you are interested in going as a group. Register online at www.aa.org.





For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


The Kankakee AA Website has events, meetings and other information listed at:


� HYPERLINK "http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html" ��http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html�





Meetings that need you:


Sunday night Big Book Study 7pm Ashkum at United Methodist Church, 105 N. 3rd St.


Monday Freedom to Live, 6:30pm at the Salvation Army, Kankakee, at 6:30pm.


Monday Night Fellowship 7:30pm Our Savior Lutheran Church, 975 W. Brookmont, Bradley.


Tuesday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon, at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.


Tuesday “Rise & Shine” Joe & Charlie Big Book Study, 6:30am at the Alano Club.


Thursday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.


Saturday Bourbonnais Terrace Special Needs meeting 5pm. For details call Kelly at 815-935-5743





























�


Feb. Anniversaries


Sharon—12 years 	Tom G—4 years


Bill M—12 years	Harry—4 years


Bill R—8 years 	Nick—4 years			


Al H—7 years 	Randy W—4 years		


Tony—5 years		Renee P—1 year


Congratulations to all of you!


*Please email Dawn M at � HYPERLINK "mailto:d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org" ��d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org� with your anniversary month and year so it can be published in the newsletter.








	Alcoholics Anonymous 


� Step 2:  Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.


Tradition 2: For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority—a loving God as He may express Himself in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.


Concept 2: The General Service Conference of A.A. has become, for nearly every practical purpose, the active voice and the effective conscience of our whole society in its world affairs.























�     Not a Glum Lot�
�
A little boy got onto a bus and sat next to a man reading a book and noticed he had his collar on backwards.  The little boy asked why he wore his collar that way and the man answered, “I am a Father.” The little boy replied that he had a father and his daddy didn’t wear his collar like that.  The priest looked up from his book and said, “I am the father of many.” The boy said, “My daddy has 4 boys and 4 girls and 2 grandchildren and he doesn’t wear his collar that way.” The priest, getting impatient, said, “I am the Father of hundreds” and went back to reading his book. The little boy sat quietly thinking for awhile, then leaned over to the priest and said, “Maybe you should wear your pants backwards instead of your collar?”�
�
�
�
New Meetings


Please show your support for the following:


Monday 5-6 pm at Hopkins Park Senior Center, Community Room.


Wednesday 8 pm at 561 E. Court Street, a closed, newly sober speaker meeting.


�


Sponsorship Workshop Re-Cap


About 40 people attended the Sponsorship Workshop at the Alano Club with Brenda as MC and Fred B and Jackie H as presenters.  By telling their stories and experiences we learned a lot of the qualities to look for in a sponsor. Some of the issues that were discussed boiled down to the fact that the sponsee helps their sponsor as much as the sponsor helps the sponsee. Sponsors are needed to guide us through the steps and open us to the world. Sponsors need to be patient, tolerant, kind and loving; telling the sponsee what he or she “needs” to hear rather than what they “want” to hear.


After a short dinner break (with delicious food and yummy, homemade desserts) the workshop resumed with a speaker meeting.


This was a good way to get a bunch of people from different meetings together, plus we all learned a lot.  There are several workshops coming up this Spring….why not try one?











Willingness





“Fake it till you make it,” is not in the Big Book.





“Act as if…” might be a better way, however it is not in the Big Book.





Willingness is in the Big Book.  It shows up everywhere in the Big Book.  It might not say “willingness”, it might say that “I am willing”, “I was willing” or “I need to be willing”.  Willingness is in every chapter, all eleven of the first 164 pages and every story in all four editions of the Big Book.  





Willingness is the silver thread that weaves through our lives to initiate the try.  Willingness is the prerequisite to the decision.  If we refuse to be willing to make a decision, then we have said no to growth, life, maturity, and healing.  The act of delay is the deadliest form of denial.


Then we need to think, speak, and act sober today.  Yes, I am willing.





I am willing to be willing. 				I am willing to dare to hope.  


I am willing to ask for help.				I am willing to risk.


I am willing to change.				I am willing to try.


I am willing try a Higher Power.			I am willing to believe.


I am willing to trust.					I am willing to let go.


I am willing to forgive.				I am willing to Love.


I am willing to more forward.			I am willing to try sobriety.


I am willing to get a sponsor.			I am willing to work the steps.


I am willing to be honest.				I am willing to true to myself.


So, what are you really willing to do?  


Are you willing to go to any length?  Just for today!


-Submitted by a “willing” member of District 52.











  District 52 7th Tradition 


Thank you for your support! 





District Finances as of Dec. 2009:





Account Balance                       	      $2838


Prudent Reserve                         	     $2000


Above Prudent Reserve         	        $838


Average Monthly 7th Tradition 


From Groups	                          	       $565


Average 2009 Monthly Expenses         $676


Average 2009 Cash flow/month          -$111





District 52 carries the message to the suffering alcoholic and to our local AA groups. 


We need more groups participating in District Support….IS YOURS? �





I am responsible.  When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA always to be there.  And for that: I am responsible.








The Link needs You!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Give it to one


of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52, PO Box 265, Bradley IL 60915


Answering Service:  1-815-939-4996                       District 52 AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�


NIA AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org" ��www.aa-nia.org�           E-mail the Editor Dawn M: d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org






































�Anger is only one letter away from DANGER!





There are two things a person should never be angry at: what they can help, and what they cannot. 			--Plato





You have two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle.


				~Albert Einstein





Quotes Heard In and Around the Rooms… 
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