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Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Dawn M -- Kelly W, Heather H, Spike, Mike R 











~k3 Area Mini Conference~


November 7, 2009


Registration 8 am. Program Begins 9 am (ends around 4pm) The Civic Auditorium, 803 S. 8th St, Kankakee, IL. 60901 Contact: Michelle L. 815-530-1844 or Mike R. 815-929-1853


�


19th ANNUAL BLAZING TRAILS


~MEGA ALCATHON~


It starts at 11 am on Friday, Nov. 20, 2009, and will go full force until 7pm on Saturday, the 21st. Chairpeople will direct meetings on many great topics like the Steps and Traditions and other AA principles.  Come on down and support the Alano Club and other alcoholics. More information: Valentine S. 773-512-7865


�


~ATTENTION GSR’s~


Debbie G. is trying to get a group of people to go to the 2010 International Convention in San Antonio. She will check on group rates and/or discounts for hotels and transportation. Please ask at your meetings for names of people who may be interested in attending this event.


�


~HELP WANTED~


District 52 has two committees positions open:  CPC and Archives. If you are interested in doing some service work or if you just want more information on these positions, please talk with your GSR or email the District through the website. We need your help and this is a great way to meet people and stay involved!


�


~WEBSITE INFO~


Sherry G has been adding new links on the District 52 website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�) and will start doing informal “polls” so be sure to check in regularly.


�


~SPECIAL NEEDS~


Kelly W. has graciously stepped into this position and will be looking into Special Needs in this area. Watch for more information soon!


�


~CORRECTIONS~


Your donations really add up!  Linda has been able to purchase many books, pamphlets and literature for use in our jails.





Announcements


Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club be there before 3:30 pm $6.00 per person.


Alateen Meeting Thursday’s at 7:30pm at St. John’s Church, 1045 W. River, Kankakee.


Oct 4th Mini-Conference Planning Meeting 5pm at the Alano Club.


Oct 10th  6th NIA Big Book Conference at the Hemmens Cultural Center, Elgin. Online registration at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aadistrict22.com" ��www.aadistrict22.com�. For more information: Chris D. 847-977-2102, Marcia S. 815-222-9768.


Oct 15th District 52 GSR and Trustee Meeting at Riverside Medical Center, Board Room A, 6:30pm. Call Carl G. at 815-693-9680 for more details.


Oct 17th  Ladies Night Out (location TBA) Call Suzi H 815-937-1056 or Jada 815-953-6133.


Oct 17th  Fall Committee Meeting at Lord of Life Church in LaFox.


Oct 24th Bowling and Pizza More information to come.


Oct 25th  Mini-Conference Planning Meeting at 5pm at the Kankakee Alano Club.


Oct 28th  St. Anne Promises Meeting Open Speaker Meeting 7:30 pm, Speaker is Sherry G.





Future Events 





Nov 5th Spike’s 40th! Come and celebrate at the Alano Club, NOV 6th 3:30 pm. BBQ, hotdogs, chips, cake and drinks will be provided, just bring a covered dish to share.


Nov 7th Kankakee Area Mini-Conference at the Civic Auditorium, 803 S. 8th St., Kankakee, IL 60901 (Next to Gov. Small Park.) Registration begins at 8am. Contact Michele L. at 815-530-1844 or Mike R. at 815-929-1853.


Nov 13-15th East Central Regional Forum Radisson Plaza Hotel, Kalamazoo, MI. Online Registration at � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa.org" ��www.aa.org�. For more info contact Mike Y. at 269-731-5784.


Nov 16th  Lost Sheep Dinner, Episcopal Church, Momence. Eat at 6pm, speaker at 7pm.


Dec 12th  Winter Assembly Host: Wheaton area District 40, Lord of Life Church, LaFox


July 1-4th 2010 International Convention, San Antonio, TX. Register online at www.aa.org.





For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


The Kankakee AA Website has events, meetings and other information listed at:


� HYPERLINK "http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html" ��http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html�





Meetings that need you:


☼The Lost Sheep Group in Momence (Tues & Thurs at noon and Fri at 6pm) needs chair people.  Here is a great chance for some Service work!!


Sunday night Big Book Study in Ashkum at United Methodist Church, 105 N. 3rd St., at 7pm


Sunday at Kankakee Terrace 6:30 pm.  Call Spike for details @815-939-9718.


Monday at the Salvation Army at 6:30pm.


Tuesday 6 6:30am at the Alano Club Joe and Charlie Big Book Study “Rise &Shine”.


Thursday 12 noon Lost Sheep Group at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence


Friday night BLT meeting at 8pm at Friendswood Church on Rte. 102.








    



















































































�


Anniversaries


Fred B. 35 years


Mary Kay 27 years


Bill C – 23 years


Bill Z. 21 years


J.T. 17 years


Pat L. 14 years


Sara R – 8 years


Jimmie K. 6 years


Dan P. 5 years


Rich C. 4 years


* Please email the Dawn at � HYPERLINK "mailto:d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org" ��d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org� with your sobriety month/year so we can congratulate you on your accomplishment.











  Alcoholics Anonymous 


� 


Step 10:  Continued to take personal inventory and when we were wrong promptly admitted it. (pg. 59)


Tradition 10:  Alcoholics Anonymous has no opinion on outside issues: hence the A.A. name ought never be drawn into public controversy. (pg. 562)


Concept 10:  Every service responsibility should be matched by an equal service authority, with the scope of such authority well-defined. (pg. 575)











�


Not a Glum Lot


I took my dad to the mall the other day to buy some new shoes. While there we decided to grab a bite at the food court. I noticed he was watching a teenager sitting nearby. The teenager had spiked hair in all different colors: green, red, orange, and blue. My dad kept staring at him. Each time the teenager turned, he would find my dad staring at him. ��Finally, the teenager had enough. He sarcastically asked, 'What's the matter old man, haven’t you ever gotten drunk and done something stupid?'��I knew my dad would have a quick and witting response, and in classic style he did not bat an eye as he said: ��‘Yep got drunk one time and had sex with a parrot. I was just wondering if you were my son.'�
�
From recoveycrossroads.org�
�






A cop pulls a guy over and says to the driver, “Your eyes are awfully red, have you been drinking?”  “Gee officer, your eyes are awfully glazed. Have you been eating doughnuts?”


From recoveryuniverse.com





Messages from the old (or rather “former”) and the new Editors:





I want to say thank you to AA and all of my fellow alcoholics and my Sponsor for allowing me to be a part of this community by being the editor for the last 3 years. It’s been a joy and a challenge to put out this newsletter and I’ve learned a lot from doing it. Dawn M. has stepped up to the plate to be the new editor and I believe will do a great job. I will still help distribute the Link to the various groups and now, as my Sponsor so aptly said to me “What are you going to do next?” I need to find another job in service work to do to keep me connected and help me to carry the message. Love to you, Kelly W.





As the new editor of the Link, I would like to introduce myself to you and tell you a bit about myself.  I got sober in England and have participated in AA in Florida and Massachusetts and now finally am back to my roots in Bourbonnais.  I have done various different “service” jobs but this is my first time as editor; however, I have been editor and publisher of newsletters for several other organizations in the past. I am eager and excited to take on this work and hope I can live up to the reputation of your former editor, Kelly. Please feel free to email me if you have any comments, suggestions or articles you would like to share with the membership. Thanks for letting me serve in this capacity, Dawn M.





 

















District 52 7th Tradition  Thank You!!





September contributions from the groups:


District 52 GSR Meeting	$267.76





As of Sept. 2009 this is the District’s Finances:





Account Balance                       	 $2059


Prudent Reserve                         	 $2000


Above Prudent Reserve         	      $59


Average Monthly 7th Tradition 


From Groups	                           $361 


Average Monthly Expenses        $404


Average Cash flow/month 	    -$43








Thank you for your support!





I am responsible.  When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA always to be there.  And for that: I am responsible.








The Link needs YOU!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Give it to one


of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52, PO Box 265, Bradley IL 60915


Answering Service:  1-815-939-4996                       District 52 AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�


NIA AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org" ��www.aa-nia.org�           E-mail the Editor Dawn M: d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org




















"It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves."�William Shakespeare 


Now, at long last, the life long anticipation of living the good life, of being your best and making your mark in history is about to be culminated with a last, decisive, determined step into a wonderful new future. You must now summon up all of the courage you can muster and take that final, fateful step to fulfilling your date with destiny. 


It has been said that life's greatest adventures always begin with a single step. A bold, brave, courageous step into an exciting new life. It isn't easy to boldly stride away from the old, familiar, ordinary surroundings you have become accustomed to into new, uncharted territory. But that's precisely what you need to do. You need to take that step... and take it now. 


























�Good decisions come from experience. Experience comes from bad decisions.





Guilt = living in yesterday


Anxiety = living in tomorrow


Peace = living in today





AA has given back to me the only thing that was mine to keep—ME!





Quotes Heard Around the Rooms from Cynth’s


 Little Black Book
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